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Hometown Heroes, Inc . provides hope and healing to children and families by way of intensive 
recreational camp programming at Turning Rivers Camp Facility in Campbellsport, Wisconsin . 
By utilizing trauma-informed care practices, the Hometown Heroes staff is using a care-based 
approach to wipe clean the slate of trauma that many very deserving children have faced due to 
their unfortunate life experiences .

Mission Statement
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Camp Hometown Heroes welcomes children, ages 7-17, who embody the statement “Freedom 
is not free .” They have made the ultimate sacrifice of losing a loved one who has served in the 
military and passed away . Serving children from all over the country, including Hawaii and Alaska, 
the campers are taken through a journey of healing through play, therapy and bonding . Many 
come back year after year, and some have transitioned from camper to counselor after much 
care and trauma-based recreation over the years . Hometown Heroes is American Camping 
Association (ACA) certified and proud to have been selected as the 2023 winner of the Eleanor 
Eells Award winner for Program Excellence .

Camp Hometown Heroes
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Camp Reunite serves children who have an incarcerated parent in the Wisconsin Criminal System . 
Through trauma-based care, art therapy and meditation, the program works to curtail the cycle of 
incarceration, while also reuniting the children with their incarcerated parent during the camp stay . 
This program serves children ages 8-16 .

Camp Reunite
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Dear Friends of Hometown Heroes,

Mental health awareness, especially in our young people, has rarely been a more pivotal issue in our 
world . Your generous support of Hometown Heroes has helped us to adapt, evolve and impact as an 
organization to make a change in the mental health space for many young people in our country .  
I am immensely proud of the work our team has done to stay focused on our trauma-informed care-
focused mission, and to provide a space for camps that serve young people of varying needs, abilities 
and life circumstances . 

We are grateful for the generosity of our donors, volunteers, and partners who helped advance  
our mission in 2022, in years past and beyond . Your critical support of Camp Hometown Heroes,  
Camp Reunite, Turning Rivers and our overarching organization has allowed us to provide a broad 
range of resources and programs, and will be necessary as our future direction takes shape .

In this annual report, you find Hometown Heroes’ key accomplishments—the inspirational work 
implemented by our amazing staff, volunteers and board . We created and delivered programming 
and resources to meet the changing needs of the campers and their families . This great work 
provides a foundation for our growth, and our impact in the years ahead .

Our ability to remain committed to serving deserving children would not be possible without you . 
I thank you for your support and hope you will continue this journey with us as we strive for a better future .

Kenzie Gonzalez 
Executive Director | Hometown Heroes, Inc .

Letter from our Executive Director
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59%  White

17.6%  Hispanic

4.7%  Asian
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2.6%  Unknown
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Financials in Review 

Income

Expenses

Programming Turning Rivers

$484,766.54 $398,421.50
$417,440.29 $455,457.45

$67,326.25 $57,035.95

Income

Expenses

General ProgramsCamp Reunite

-$27,968.28 $15,097.38
$43,569.61 $10,550.00

$71,537.89 $4,547.38 

Income

Expenses

Camp Hometown Heroes Fundraising

$327,214.29 $236,047.31 
$205794.70 $22,543.08

$121,419.59 $213,504.23 
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Impact by Numbers

129

250
Boats Sailed

210
From Campers

50
From Staff

1,532
Kids Served



Hometown Heroes 2022 Annual Report11

The two weeks of Camp Hometown Heroes was tremendously supported by volunteers, veterans and 
alumni campers as we welcomed 200 eager campers who embarked on an adventure of healing and 
hope . We hosted a multitude of activities, including:

• Dancing and drama

• Climbing wall and alpine tower climbing

• Mountain biking on Mauthe Lake Trails

• Arts and crafts 

• Canoeing, kayaking and paddle boarding

• Learning outdoor wilderness skills

• Fishing and cooking outdoors 

• Plethora of sports

• Healing arts, meditation and therapy dogs

• Boat release and honor to loved ones

Camp Hometown Heroes Highlights
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The two weeks of Camp Reunite were incredibly successful and impactful for the youth who 
attended . We hosted children for one week who had fathers incarcerated at the Kettle Moraine 
facility and one week for children who had mothers incarcerated at the Taycheedah correctional 
institution facility . Campers participated in traditional recreational activities as well as:

• Art therapy programming to express their emotions while not having the incarcerated 
 parent in their lives . 

• Bonding exercises to create relationships with like peers .

• Trips to the prisons to visit with and do exercises (trauma-informed and recreational) 
 activities with their parents . 

Camp Reunite Highlights
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Trauma-Informed Care Practices and Techniques are unique to the Hometown Heroes, Inc . offerings 
and what our organization is most proud of in being able to provide . We work diligently to train our 
staff in the most effective means of caring for and working with children who have suffered extreme 
loss and trauma at young ages so that they can best grow and heal during their week with us . Some 
of our practices include:

• Creating safe spaces for campers to express themselves and feel at ease; 

• Conducting grief therapy in an open and honest way with an active listening style; 

• Employing curriculum that is based around positivity;

• Eating family-style;

• Hosting activities that promote positive memories of loved ones lost, including:

 – Honor Ceremony (CHH)

 – Boat Release (CHH)

 – Art Therapy (CR)

 – Reuniting with the Parent (CR)

Trauma-Informed Care
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Camp Hometown Heroes Parent Feedback:

“Just picked up the girls from the airport! They have not stopped talking about camp! I am so excited 
to hear all about it and sit here in tears because right now they are truly happy children . They are 
even fighting about letting each other talk . I cannot thank you and everyone who was there this week 
for giving my girls this gift . My once quiet and reserved teenager is beaming with this happiness that I 
have not seen in years . You have restored her happy spirit . She’s made lifetime friends and memories 
she says she will never forget . My little one is telling me all about her activities and the wonderful 
people (Naima and Chellsie) she had the opportunity to meet . She loved choir! We are so truly 
grateful for this experience and I cannot thank you enough .”

“I am sure I speak for every child, parent, and grandparent who trusted you for an entire week with 
our children . You promised them one of the best weeks of their entire life, and you surely delivered . 
The memories made will never be forgotten . The friendships formed will be carried into the future . 
We have all participated in the national programs which require us to hunt out our friends in a sea of 
many, many people . This setting was ideal in helping many of the kids start on that path to healing 
and acceptance . And knowing that they are not alone in this journey surely makes them feel more 
comfortable about talking to others about their feelings . Once again thank you, your volunteers and 
all the surprise guests for keeping our children entertained for an entire week . Hopefully you will see 
many of them again next year .”

“Faith is home and all snuggled up fast asleep in her bed, she spent the whole evening telling us 
all about the fun and exciting things she did at camp . . . I think she got bigger while she was gone it 
happens way too fast! But one thing I am sure of she made some life long memories this week and I 
would like to thank all of the staff and volunteers at Camp Hometown Heroes for all of the hard work 
that went in to making this week unforgettable for Faith and all of her new friends!”

Camp Reunite Parent Feedback: 

“You guys have changed my grandson’s life, thank you for allowing him to camp with you guys for a 
week . He enjoyed his time there and I can’t wait for him to come to camp again .”

“I loved seeing my granddaughter so happy . Thank you for giving her a happy memory she won’t 
forget . You guys rock! Great job well done .”

“Thank you so much . People like you make good things happen .”

Parent Feedback
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Turning Rivers is a beautiful facility that holds a special place in our hearts . In an effort to provide 
the best experience for our campers, we are continually making structural and operational 
improvements to the site . In 2022, we made the following improvements:

• Barn Concrete:

 – Poured concrete on the large side of the barn to create more program and activity space .

• Barn Path:

 – Created a gravel path connecting the barn to the camp drive to make for easier access to 
 the barn activity area . 

• Main Well and Controller:

 – Replaced the main well and controlled after a failure . 

• Dining Hall Double Freezer:

 – Purchased a new double door freezer that is more efficient .

• Dining Hall Cooler Compressor:

 – Replaced the cooler compressor after a failure .

Turning Rivers Facility Updates
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Camp Hometown Heroes, Camp Reunite and the Turning Rivers facility are heavily reliant on the 
wonderful people who donate their time and talents to ensuring that our programming and site are 
perfect . From corporate-sponsored clean-up days, to corporate veteran groups coming to mentor 
campers, we are so fortunate to have volunteers choose our organization to donate their time . 

• Kohler Corporation

• Kapco

• Rockwell Automation

• Field Fastener

• LubeTech

• Kohl’s Corporation

• Direct Supply

• Kiwanis Groups 

Thank You to Our Volunteers!
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Turning Rivers is also host to many user groups who wish to host camps of their own (some with use 
of our trained counselors and some without) . Many user groups will also volunteer their time to clean 
the grounds and do other tasks to ensure that our camp is ready for our campers .

• Goodman Center

• Carmen School

• Great Lakes Hemophilia 

• Camp Side by Side

• Kettle Moraine YMCA

• Management by Morgan

• Camp Hope Wisconsin

• Camp Klotty Pine

• Camp Kindred Family Camp

• 4-H Extension “YPCL”

• Homestead High School Hockey

• Homestead High School Basketball

Thank You to Our User Groups!
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The 12th Annual Kapco’s Grand Slam Charity Jam was held October 15, 2022 and was a smashing 
success .  Through the generosity of dozens of sponsors, table hosts, ticket buyers, auction donors 
and volunteers, $250,000 in net income was generated for Camp Hometown Heroes and Camp 
Reunite .   The fun evening featured a silent auction with more than 200 items, cocktail reception, 
delicious dinner, charity presentation and performances by comedy legend Jim Belushi and his 
Board of Comedy as well as a concert by America’s Favorite Yacht Rock Band, The Docksiders .

We are grateful to the 600 guests who attended as well as our dedicated volunteers for making this 
event possible .

Special thanks to the following Grand Slam Charity Jam Sponsors:

Grand Slam Charity Jam

• Presented by Kapco

• Presented by Medix

• Cocktail Party Sponsor: BMO Harris Bank

• Raise the Paddle Sponsor: 
 Heiser Automotive Group

• After Party Sponsor: Kenwal Steel

• Gold Sponsor: Advocate Aurora Health Care 

• Gold Sponsor: Hani and Julie Malek

• Live and Silent Auction Sponsor: 
 Milwaukee Admirals

• Photo Wall Sponsor: Direct Supply

• Print Media Sponsor: MKE Lifestyle

• Camp Photography Sponsor 
 VIP Photography
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Aurora Health Care
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Bank Five Nine
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Stephanie Bennett

Jill Beres

Gary Beres

Gail Betla

 Paul and Peggy Bielik

Jeff Binkert
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Bart Blohowiak

Blum & Colombe, Ltd .
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Carrie Boettcher
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Casey Bowe

Stephanie Boyer

Brett Boyer

Craig Bradley

Michelle Brakke

Dr Greta Braun

Martin Brooks

Robert Brooks

Lyle Brummer
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James Brzezinski
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Marge Colombe
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Rob Cowen
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Scott Coyne

Brian Crandall
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Bill Davidson

John Davis
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Pam DeBoer

Jim Decker

Larry Dietz
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Direct Supply
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Dr . Marie Dominguez
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Sara Dunlap
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Thomas Enters

Dan Esteves

Dr Julie Faber

Duane Faber

Forrest Feldt

Lisa Fernandez

Amy Ferrante Gollwitzer

Fisher Barton

Joe Flick

Bob Freese

Melissa Fularczyk

John Funk

Suanne Funk

Andy Gaines

Jonathan Gamroth

Mike Gappa

Andrew Gappa

Kathy Gappa

Monica Gemoll

Bob Gigl

Robert Gigl

Jeff Gilmore

Charlotte Giuffre

Kyle Gose

Fran Grant

Milan Grbic

Mandy Greaser

Melissa Gregor

Melisaa Gregor
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Nancy Gruber

Gruber Law
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Adam Guenther
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Karen Hartay

Robert Haskins

Heiser
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House of Harley

Janine Howell
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Darrell Jaeger

Jamie Jaeger

Gretchen Jameson

Patrick Jankowski

Ben Jarvis

Rudy Javier

Dennis Johnson

TJ Kacmarcik

Laura Kacmarcik

Jim Kacmarcik

Jakub Kania

Jim Kanter

Kapco Metal Stamping

ElizabethKay

Savannah Kenny

Thank You to Our Grand Slam Charity Jam Donors! 
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Thank You to Our Grand Slam Charity Jam Donors! 
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Ashely Minor

Associated Bank

Association of Grafton Fire Department

Association of the U .S Army MKE Chapter

Aurora Healthcare

B & G Haman Associates LLC

Baird Foundation Inc .

Bame Foundation

Bank Five Nine

Basic Metals

Belgium Fire Department, Inc .

Ben and Janice,  Levy

Benevity Community Impact Fund

BERES INC .

Beth Marty

Bielik

Bill Davidson

Binkowsky, Inc

Blue Number Bros Inc

Blue Star Mothers of America, inc

Bluemound Burgers Inc .

Blum & Colombe

BMO Harris

Bob Roth

Boyer, Stephanie

Braatz13, LLC

Branigan

Brian and Harriet Pack

Bulgrin

BWI Burger LLC dba Culver’s of Glendale

Caf America

Cannaday

Capital Data Inc

Car Fax

Cars .com, LLC

Cary Rentals Inc .

Casey J Lester

Catcon Inc

Catherine Bulgrin

Charity Buzz

Charity Golf Outing

Chris Abbitt

Christine Maldonado

Christine Pfankuch

Christopher & Barbara White Rev Trust

Claire Olig

Clare Schaeffer

Clawson

Colony Foods, Inc

Community Foundation Greater Desmoines

Connie J Kucaj

Cousins Subs, Make it Better Foundation

Cox Automotive

Craig  E . Sather

Craig Wheeler

Crowe Foundation

Culver’s Prairie du Sac

Culver’s Wales

Cynthia H . and Jeffrey R . Hubert

Cynthia Madson

Dan Holzhauer

Daniel Boone Conservation League

Daniel J and Cory L, Wycklendt

David Leick

Davidson family fund

Dawn Kubiak

DCBR INC CULVERS

DCBR INC CULVERS

De Pere Burgers Inc

Deborah Rosen

Debra Krzyzanek

Dena S Rubnitz

Deturk

Direct Supply Foundation, Inc .

Donald  Bromberek

Donald Hackbarth

Donna L . Finch

Doris Gilles

Dorothy J . Thomson Charitable Fund

Dotzler

Doug Hubert

Douglas Dynamics

Drake & Associates LLC

Dreams for Three Inc

Dunfee, Elizabeth

ECP Incorporated

Edward Jones

Elizabeth Fax

Elliot & Karen Berman

Ellison Technologies

Eugene Mauermann

Exacto Foundation, Inc .

Fay  Tellefsen

Fidelity Charitable

Field Fastener

Fifth Generation Inc

Fisher Barton

Florence Carneol

Fohl Martin

Fond Du Lac Festivals Inc

Fox Bros . Piggly Wiggly

Frank Zulauf

Franklin Living Trust

Fred & Beth Dreher Foundation

Fred Tabak Trust

Frederick J Ringle

Friends of Saukville Fire Department

Fusion Recruiters

Gary Christensen

Gary Sinise Foundation

Gavin, John & Susan

GE Healthcare

Geidel Foods

Generac Power Systems

Gerry and Denice Bernstein

GFWC Shorewood Women’s Club, Inc .

GH Lake Country Inc .

Thank You to Our Donors! 
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GHMB, Inc .

Glen A Jones

Glenn and Beth Esselman

GM Financial Company, Inc

Good Hope Investors Group Inc .

Good Karma Brands Milwaukee LLC

Grafton Burgers Inc .

Great Midwest Bank

Green Bay Burgers Inc

Gregory D Heitz

Griegory Cornell

Gruber Family Donor Advised Fund

Gruber Law Offices, LLC

Gruber Tool and Die

GSC

Hales Corners Lutheran Church

Halien R and Michael C  Besaw

Haman Legacy LLC

Handmaiden-Agatha Dawson

Hannah Pabich

Harold Koehlert

Hartay

Heiser Automotive

Heitz

Herbers  Sarah

HHS Hockey Blue Line Club

HNI Risk Services LLC

Honor Our Military Inc .

Horicon Bank

Iacchei

Impact Networking, LLC

James A Paschke

James Franzel

James Kainec

James Micale

James Ross

Jason D Erdman and Rita Erdman

Jay Smith

Jean and Jeffrey Clausen

Jeanne Ezzell

Jeff Gilmore

Jeffrey and Debra Metz

Jeffrey Wasserman

Jenna McCormick

Jennifer L Stevens

Jennifer Sciuti

Jessica Geschke

Jessica Swearingen

Jessie Braun

Joe Cardona

John & Kathleen Logan Trust

John E . Frantz

John Wolford

Jordan Ellison

Joseph Burmeister

Joseph Greenwood

Joseph M Catalina JR

Juanita Probst

Julianne and Gary Winkelhorst

Julie Meyer

K & KB Inc . DBA Culvers

Kacmarcik Jim

Kapco

Kathi Bolton

Kathleen  A . Shiring

Katie Larson

Kenwal Steel Corp

Kim Canova

Kim Zbichorski

Kimberly Powell Stobb

Kiwanis Club of Milwaukee Foundation INC

Klug Kirsten

KND Inc .

Kohler

Kyle Gose

L M Landau

Lane’s Way Inc .

Lavine

LD Berry Rev Trust UTA

Leanna and William Carini

Legion Auxiliary unit 196

Leick

Leslie Coshun

Lift-X Lift Services, LLC

Linda Berlin

Lisa Campbell

Lisa M and Michael J  Bain

Lloyd Record

LPL Financial

Lyden, Kristina

M . Sheila Polzin

Malloy, Michael

Margaret Mckenzie Palen

Mark and Cindy  Eisendrath

Mark Eisendrath

Mark Goldsmith

Mark or Laura Van Genderen

Martha  A  Gholston

Mary F Monroe

Mathew Ledin

Meagan Kaska

Medix

Mel’s Charities Inc .

Melanie D . Knoell

Melissa Pieters

Melitta & Joan Pick Charitable Trust

Mequon Police Association, Inc

Mequon-Thiensville School District

Metals USA

Michael Ceretto

Michael Leonard

Michael M Watts and Julia F Henderson

Michael Weymier

Michelle Conlon

MidState Jefferson Auto Auction, LLC

Military Officers Association

Military Order of the Purple Heart Inc

Miller and Cheryl Newton

Milwaukee Admirals

Milwaukee Power

Minesal

MJB Sweet Dreams, Inc .

Mr . and Mrs . Edmund Eldredge

Mueller Funeral HOmes

Muzahir Badani

Nathan Danielson

National Christian Foundation

NATL Association Boxcar Hobos

Neo Gen Inc .

Network  Good

Nextera Energy, Inc .

Nick & Molly Carr

Nolan H . Zadra

North Shore Marine Detachment

Northwestern Mutual Foundation

Old Republic Surety Company

One Headlight Power Sports, LLC

OptumServe Health Services Inc

Our Lady of Lourdes

Ozaukee Deputy Sheriffs Assoc

Pam Kriger Revocable Trust

Panda’s Custard Palace LLC

Patricia M Janecek

Patricia Maag

Patrick Rougeux

Patriot Riders of America Chapter 1 WI

Paul and Susan Turowski

Thank You to Our Donors! 
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Paul Meyers

Paypal Charitable Giving Fund

Pershing

Peter Fundinger

Plymouth Boys Basketball Booster Club

PNC Financial Services Group

Port Washington Burgrs Inc

Port Washington Memorial Post #7588

Praxair

Professional Plating INC .

pyramax

Railsplitters

Randall Rennicke

RBI LLC

Rebecca and Joseph Chenier

Rebecca Beach

Richard A and Linda L , Mielke

Richard and Kathleen Cozatt

RK Stahle

Robert and Rachel Lehr

Robert Ginther

Rockwell Automation

Rolling Thunder

Ronald and Kathryn Neider

Rose Harms American Legion

Rosemary Black

Russell Brewster

Russell E  Schwartz

Ryan Fritsch

Ryan Sucher

Sandra Hanus

Sandra, Manchester

Sara Asendorf

Sarah Kaster

Scott  Lee

Se Wi Military Officers Association

Sentinel Benefits

Sergio Cabrera

Shannon Zoccoli

Shawn and Mario Denoto

Shecterle Brookfield Enterprises, Inc .

State of Wisconsin DOC

Steve Stricker American Family Insurance

Steven Kemp

Stifel Nicolaus

Straub Metal International

Suamico Custard Inc

Susan Caskey

Susan Schilke

Susette  A  Andrews

TD Ameritrade

Teresa Severinsen

Teri Lewand

Terri E Stevens

Tessa Pernsteiner

The Bank of America Charitable Foundation

The Wisconsin Department of Corrections

Theodore and Carrie Sternbach

Thomas & Ellen Hogue

Thomas D and Anne M, Noonan

Thomas R . Melichar

Thomas Tenuta

Tim Jackson

Timothy and Rosemary Bednarek

Timothy J and Lisa M  Smits

Todd McMahon

Todd, V or J

Toddy and Kathleen  Gordon

Tremont Investor’s Inc DBA Culvers

Try-Us, Inc .

Turer

UKOGF

Union Pacific Employee Club 71

US Bank Employee Matching Gift Program

USConnect

UW Milwaukee

Vanguard Charitable

Vargas

Veterans of Foreign Wars, Wauwatosa

VFW Post 7485

Village of Saukville Wisconsin

Waste Mngmt

Watertown Elks Lodge

Waukesha Elks Bingo Fund

WBCA Charities Inc

WE Energies Foundation

WE Werner Electric Supply Company

West bend Burgers Inc . Culver’s

White, J M

Whitnall Park Lutheran

WI Upper MI Kiwanis

Willenson Kenneth

William and Cindy  Wilson

William Dempster

WIPFLi

Wisconsin Center District

Wisconsin Cheese Worldwide Inc .

Wisconsin Vietnam Veterans Chapter 1 .

Yontz Valor Foundation

YourCause

Zone Mechanical

Thank You to Our Donors! 
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Mail payments to: Hometown Heroes, Inc ., Attn: Development, PO Box 227, Grafton, WI 53024

Online: www .donatenow .networkforgood .org/hometownheroes

Corporate Match: Inquire with your employer about their corporate matching program . Donate to 
our organization and seek a match for your good deed!

Please note: We can help you set up recurring gifts and help you include Hometown Heroes 
into your estate plans .

Ways to Give
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Jim Kacmarcik 
CEO and President, Kapco, Kacmarcik Enterprise 

 and Co-Founder of Camp Hometown Heroes

Andrew Limouris 
CEO and President, Medix

Karen Longoria 
Educator

Tom Messplay 
Franchise Business Consultant, Culver’s

Tom Multerer 
Founder and Managing Member, Junction Box, LLC

Jennifer Sciuti 
Director, Community and Aurora Relations, 

Advocate Aurora Healthcare

Sue Turowski 
Owner, Turowski HealthCare Products, LLC

Thank You to Our Board of Directors!



Liz Braatz 
Director of Development | Camp Hometown Heroes 

braatz@hometownheroes .org 
EIN: 90-0421984


